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| Secondly, To offer ſeveral Arguments, cars 
„ neſtly to perſw ade Men, ſo to «ſe theſe 
10 things, as not to abuſe them: and more 
. eſpecially to inſiſt upon that, here offerd 
BY. the Apoſtle, for this purpoſe, viz. that 

« the faſhion 4 this world  paſſeth away. 
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Firſt, T am to enquire wherein the true 2e, and, 
on the contrary, the abuſe of theſe things, doth 
conſiſt. And here it may he certainly anſwer'd, 
in general, that the true z/e of theſe things doth 

7 conſiſt, in uſing them agreeablyto their own nature, 
| and the +ules and preſcriptiant of our Regſon and 
Religion about, them: and the abzſe of then} in 

the contrary. I fay,as well our Reaſon and ki ligion, 
as the nature of the things themfelves*'betauſe, 
tho this will go a great way, towards pointing 
out tb us the general ends and uſes of thr/Ethans, 
yet it eanhot of it ſelf be Jnſſioient tarteaghrys 
tlie particular manners and imeaſures, io 
we muſt w/e them: but, z4&/@;:depending2pantly 
on the reaſon of things, and: pan y on the qufriar 
will of God, mult be'leangt from Reaſen and te- 
- velatioy, in conjunction wu our expertence of 

the nature of theſe things themſelves. Andiahefe 

three, thus joynd together will give us full di- 

rections, as to this wh matter. 

Come on then, and let us briefly conſider, u hat 

are the ſeveral Leſſons, which theſe, thus joyntly 

conſulted; will teach us, upon this Head. And 
theſe, if I miſtake-not, may be a tompriz d 
under the ſollowing particulars. 


lt | 


Firſt, That we are not to uſe 2heſe things, as 
our ſupreme and ultimate good; but as gdods of 
a much ixferior nature to thoſe of the mind, and 
- Eſpecially thoſe of another life. —— 
Secondly, That we are to uſe them, às Mix d. 
temporary, uncertain, weak, fading and periſhing 


goods. 
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Thirdhy, That we are to uſe them, with great 
181 688. tr | 1221 
caution, diſcretion 


, moderation, and temperance. 
Fourthiy, That we are not to uſe them, 
2 ſuch way, as will be cg to Society, 
ror on the contrary, in al ſuch ways, as wall 

a m : 
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moſt Zereficial to it. 


JAR 431.1 IO 28 17.57 * 
- Laſtly, "That we are to ſe them 2 as may 


make moſt for the iu of Gobi... 


"Firſt, That we are not to uſe heſe things,a5 ove 


ſupreme and ultimate good, but as goods of a much 
7nfertor nature to obo of the mind, and eſpecially 


2 oſe of- another life. For, from our conſtant EXxPer 


rience of theſe things, from our very enjoyment of 
them Even inthe bigheſt perfectian Which they are 
cabal ol, we plainly 149 no entire ſati faction 
15.40 be had in them. But ſtill, after all our ,enjoy- 
ment of them, we long and banker after ſomething 
elſe, we feel an emptyneſs and craving within our 
ſelves, a capacity iy: enjoying, and a defire an 
hope of, obtaining, ſomething much better and 


more: fatisfyiv don bros » agate 2837 
. een gur Reaſon and Religion oth 
aſſure. us, that we are made for the enjoyment of 
much higher and nobler pleaſures, than thoſe of 
fieſb-and ſenſe : and that we have a Spiritual and 
Immortal principle within us, which diſdaivs to 
rake up with theſe, and aſpires after ſuch as are 
much more. refined and elevated. And, in con- 
ſequence of this, they þorh ſtrictly command 
not to love, not to ſet our affeflions apou theſe 
;Fhings - that is, not to love them ſupremely and 
ix | #/timate ly, 
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nch, not to make them the > princi al, much 
lefs the ouly, object of our Klees hope, fea truſt 
affeion an and entleavours; \ wake 
Nor is this All: : bat the very fame Eips 42 ihe 
Reaſon and Relig? oy, which oY — us, 
Things are not to be aim dat. purſi d and 240 
in, by us, as our — and ultimate good, 0 
Ikewiſe farther rect and encourage us to che proſe- 
cution and attainment of ſurb goods, as tre infi- 
nitely better ; of the goods « of = : mind,of the ea- 
Jures which ſpring up in that, even at pr preſent;! 


our converſing Wi I e and heavenly ed | 


from our db 2v0z to, men, from our approp 
the conduct of Gar wn lives,” from fee 
our Conſcientes,” an} from the © Jos be 12 ng 
ble ke: of an exceenty 2 5 ne 
of ry rs . yy at ae er, 1 
which pleaſures the Gy 2 155 
ſures are in to wiſe worthy 10 37 45 17 1 
more Mee Mok the goods lere li 4 70 
ſelves, in which alone 1s to he had 57-3 1 25 
of Jo, et 3 all — largeſt c an 
ies an and in compariſen o 
2 thing 7117 world, p at geber 


mere / and Aug. a5 St. Pal e bre 


Nth. _— 
Then therefore, and 40 then, do we Uſe tl ic 


thine of this World, as we oy ghe, © len we 
place them, in our affettivis,: 5 0. and #1 rele- 
tut tons, much, At 4 vaſt” diftance, | "behind th 

goods of the i and of another life; : when of r 


fol and principal care and pains are for theſe la 
mention d 
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mention'd: goods; and no more of them is be- 
ſtow'd upon the other, than What can be wel! 
and moſt ſecarùl ſpar d from tbeſe; and to uſe: 
but few words, when we never ſuffer our love 
of the worl, in the leaſt, to hiraer us, from f 
ſeeking God's Kikg dom: aud Righteouſneſs, from ma- 
king it our conttant exerciſe, to tren a Conſcienes 
Void of offence. towards Godiand towards Man; and 
from haviogoar Converſation in Naben, ſpending! = 
much of our time in contemnlating upon, and 
preparing and fitting our ſelves for the exjoyment 
of, the incomprehenſible. bappineſs and glory of 
that Sf places . 
Secondly, That we are to uſe rheſe things, 43 
mix'd, temporayy,' wicertain,'weak, fading, and pe- 
riſhing goods: As goods, whielt have a great 
deul of dreſs. and alloy in them,; are acguir davith 
digfculty and paiw, poſſeſs d with fear and trouble, 
and enjoy 4 with imperfectiou, wearineſs and diſap- 
hointment : às goods, that, at the utmoſt, can 
laſt no longer than this life,and very rareh, ſcarce 
ever, laſt ear ſo long: as goods, which are al- 
ways fluttering and upon the wing, and may, fot 
ought we know, at am time, take their leaves 
of us, within a few hear or months, or weeks, 
or days, nay, or perhaps, this very day or this 
very moment: as goods, which ſtand us in little 
ſtead, when we west want help, in the day of 
adverſity, fickneſs, and death : as goods, many Of 
which wither and dye in the very uſe and emoy- 
ment of them, ſome or other of which are daily 
decaying, waxing old, and bidding adieu to us, =- 
100 B a 
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and keeping them within theſe bounds, which 
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all bt which, by.degrees, Pall upon our — 


grow more and more: infipid and diſtaſteful, and 


infallibly expire with us, if not before us; and 
confequently as goods, which are not much to 
valued and coveted, much leſs relyd upon, by 
as goods, which we. — . fit very looſe. 
_ indifferent to, be always ready. to * with, 
and able to be happy without: as which 
we can: reliſh the preſent pleaſure of, po wa 
making it neceſſary to us, which we may con- 
tract a civil acquaintdnee, 9 by, no means, in- 
timate frienaſbip with. | 1. 
__ Thirdly, That we are — — theſe things with 
Bre at caution, diſcretion,moderation,and temperance. 
With caution : as well knowing that they are. 
aptt to ſteal and gain too much upon our affections, 
and are therefore to be watch d, and kept at a due 
Aiftance, and very often den d admittance to our 
embraces, even when there would be no other 
harm in admitting them, than the danger of 
their growing too familiar, dear, and weceſſary to us. 
With iſcretion: as finding by experience, that 
they may prove Hurtful and reftruttive, as well 
as innocent and comfortable to us; and therefore 
carefully conſulting with our reaſon and religion, 
and by their help Muinguiſpirg and juding, in 


What ways, and to what degrees. we may e 
and profitably indes our ſelves the ' fi of 


them. 
„ With moderation : : curbing and 9 our 
too fierce and eager appetites after theſe things, 


Our 
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our well inform d diſcretion ſhall chalk out for 
them.” And ot opp #1 Lot 246, ant 
* Laſtly, with temperanct: actually applying the 
direftions of our diſcretion, and the aſſitances of 
our moderation, in the uſe of theſe things: and 
thereby avoiding, on the one hand, all the zu- 
.tonveniences and harms, and enjoying, on the other 
hand, all the true Meafererand advantages, that 
ran ariſe from tlenn m 

Fourthly, That we are not to uſe theſe things 
in any ſuch way, as will be hurtful to Society, 


** 


but on the contrary, in all ſuch ways, as will 


be moſt Zereficzal to it. Experience teacheth us, 
that we may uſe zheſe things ſo, as to make 
them either very detrimental, or very beneficial, 
to others. Our Rickes and Power may equally. be 
made inſtruments of Tyranny, Opprefſion and all 
ſorts of Miſchief, or of Relief, aſſſtance, and all 
forts of Good, to our Brethren : and we may par- 
take of Marriage and the bed undefil'd, with pro- 
fit to ſociety, whillt efeminacy, fornication, adul- 
tery, and ſuch lite ways of ufing ſenſual plea- 
fores, may prove its bane. And this being fo, 
dur reaſon and religion, which prefer the Intereſts 
of Society to thoſe of ſingle perſons, and even 


command ſingle perſons to be careful of the things 


df others, as well as their own; muſt neceſſarily 
fo far limit and reſtrain our enjoyment of worldly 
goods, as to keep it from being hurtful, nay, as 
far as well may be, to make it profitable, to 
others in particular, and Society in general. And 
accordingly we find that Religion doch explicitly 
4 B 2 com- 
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command us, to part with ſuch portion of our 


_ Riches, as either the good of the Public, or even 
Private Charity requires of us; to abridge our 
ſelves of many innocent enjoyments, for the ſake 
of doing good, or. avoiding offence. and: hurt,” to 
our brethren : to partake of the pleaſures of 


Senſe in ways molt convenient for Society, $26 to 


1 -- — » " 


— the oppreſſed, Righting thoſe. that are 
3 doing juſtice, ſhewing mercy, & 


Laſtly, That we are to uſe theſe ** lo, a8 


may make moſt for the Honour of God. For, 
theſe being all his good gifts, as both. Reaſon and 
Religion aſſure us, nothing can be more jaſt, than 


that we ſhould uſe them in ſuch à manner, as 


may redound maſt to his Glory 3 and> beſides be 


himſelf has expreſly enjoin d that, whether we eat 


or drink, or whatever other of his good creatures 


we enjoy, we ſhould 4 all to the — and glory 
of him. Now, then we may be ſaid to uſe theſe 
things moſt*to his Glory, when we acknowledge 


him to be the ſole Giver and Lord of them, and 
accordingly pray, give thanks to, and depend up- 
on, him alone tor them, and exactly follow hit 


rules and preſcriptions about them; when we uſe. 


them, with humility, modeſty, innocent chearfulneſs, 
and an entire reſignation of them to his will; 
when we avoid all ſuch exceſſes in our uſe af 
them, as may either Ji/ſbonour our ſelves and the 
Image of God in us, or leſſen and diſparage theſe 
OP gifts in the „ght of men, and on the con- 
trary, always 1 uſe them {as as may tend to 11 
{Ut 


es 2 > an OS, a oc. ct) 1 
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. Rill greater luſtre and beauty to that Image of God, - 


which be hath inprinted on us, and to:make 


both our ſelves and others more and more ſenſi- 


ble of the leneſciaineh of them; and more and 
more abundant in;thankſgrvings to God, for them; 
in one word, when we uſe them as Perſons; that 
muſt e'er it be long, give to God himſelf a ſevere 
account of our uſe of them: when we uſe them as 
helps, but never in the leaſt as hinarancet, to the 
performance of our Duty, in ary voſpect, but pe- 
cially. our more immediate Duty to God, our pri- 
vate and publick prayers, our heuring and reading 
his word, our receiving the Holy Sacraments; our 
/tanding up manfully in defence of hi truth, &c. 

Theſe are the Rules, by which we are to Go- 


|  weru Our ſelves, in the uſe of the things of this 


world: and, by impartially comparing our li ves 
with which, we may certainly know, whether 
we do rightly uſe or abuſe them: And, becauſe I 
fear that, upon this compariſon, we ſhall a of 
us be found guilty, in ſome” degree or other, of 
abuſing them, I ſhall uſe. my beſt endeavours, 
Secondly, to offer ſeveral Arguments, earneſt- 
Iy to perſwẽ ade men, ſo to u? theſe things, acnot 
to aluſe them: and more efpecially to inſiſt up 


on that, here offer'd by the Apoſtle, for th pur 
poſe, viz. that the faſhion ef theſe things paſſerh 


away. And here, not to dwell upon the Fuſtice, 


Deceney, Gratitude and Publick:ſpiriredueſs of our 


thus doing, mar yet upon:thecagreeableneſs of it 
to our Characters, both as Men and Chriſtians, to 


the dignity of our nature, and the tenor of our 


High 
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High calling, nay and our own moſt ſolemy + Vows 
ad prof ons I ſhall, for the preſent, confine 
elf to a few ſelef Arguments, which I take 
to — moſt apt to make impreſſon on the minds 
and affections of men, and they are theſe which 
follow. | 
Firſt, that thun to uſe the things of this works 
has been ever eſteem d moſt ens and be. 
wourablc amongſt men. 

- Secondly, that it is the beſt way to have the 
true enjoyment of theſe things, to enjoy them, 
with the greateſt advantage to our ſelves. * 

Thirdly, that it is the e, way to make us 
eh, under a the calamities of - this life. 

Fourthly, that it is the o»/y way to prepare and 
ft us, to — as We ought to do, the paſt g away 
of theſe: things. . 

Fifthly, — it is the only way to make them 
turn to good account to us, in another life. 
And, as I go along, I ſhall ſhew under each 

uf theſe heads, that the abying: ot wes —_— is 
the direct e, or all this. 


7% Biel; that i to \uſs the a ob 1 
has been ever eſteem d moſt! reputable and ho. 
nourable amongſt men. How great, how glori- 
ous, has that man always been in the vogue of 
,mankind, who has liv'd above this world and 
the things of. it, has ſuffer d them to minifter to 
him but never to maſter him, has readily pff. 
pon d and given them up to the much dearer Ju- 
8 of Truth, Juſtice, Charity, Religion mo 
0 Public 
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Pablict good, and has kept them under that per- 
fect command and ſubjection to him, that he could 
| at any time accep?, refuſe, enjoy, forbear, poſſeſs, 
ſurrender, all or auy part of them, juſt as his 44. 
| ſhould require, with the utmoſt difference anc 
equality. of mind? Have not theſe” been always. 
| thobght the moſt ſpining parts in the 3Ju/arjous, 
Characters, not only of the Gentile Heroes, but 
even of the Fewiſh and Chriſtian Worthies theme 
, 
, . ud on the contrary, how lom, how wk 
| very deſpicable, has the Characters of thoſe men 
8 always — who have ſuffer d themſelves to be 
made ſlaves to this world, the Riches, Honours. 
and Pleaſures of it: who have made their Rea- 
ſon and Religion truckle to theſe, and barter d 
away their Integrity for them: whoſe ft ingineß 
and ſelfiſhneſs has, as it were, cut them of, rom, 
the reſt of mankind ; or, Which is worſe, their 
ch | proud and imperious tempers mate them /c en 
is or their efeminacy and luxury, diſgraces and ur- 
W eas, to them: in one word, whoſe earthly-, 1 
mindedneſ has, on the one hand, continually | 
cramp'd and reftrain'd them, from all truly great 
and generous actions, and, on the other hang, as 
continually prompted them to the moſt paryfal, 
. baſe and ſordid ones? How inconfiderable a f- 
gure do ſuch men ror make, how are they 
aeſpis'd, or, at beſt, hated and fear d, while they 
tive, how unpity d do they dye, how do their 
#ame and memorial, either rot and periſh, or, 
which is worſe, Hint, after their death 2- © 
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Secondly, That thus to uſe theſe things, is 


the het way to have the true enjoyment of them, 
to enjoy them with the greateſt advantage to c 


ſelves. When we have firſt taken due care for 


tboſe things, which are erter and of much greater 
importance to us, we then go with a clear and ea 
mind to the enjoyment of the things of 795 
world, ſuch as they are; when we expect no 
more from theſe things, than they realy have 4% 
them, they may then both not Aſpleaſe us, by 
balking and diſappointing us, and pleaſe us, by 
anſwering our expectations; when we enjoy them, 
with caution, diſcretion, moderation, and temperances 
they will both give the Zeſt reliſh, in paſſing, and 
leave no ting behind them, when paß d, but pure 
and unmix'd eaſe and chearfulneſ both of mind 


and body will go along with them, and no ſhame,. 
fear, ſatiety, pain, ſickneſs, or other inconvenience 


of any ſort will follow after them: when we do 
good to others, with them, as well as to our ſelves, 
this will double our joy of them: and, when we 


glorify God, in all poſſible ways, by our «ſe of 


them, this will be a ſure mean, both, to have 
the applayſe of our own minds and the Leſſing of 
God added to them, and both vaſtly to heightes 
the preſent pleaſure of them, and likewiſe to ſe- 
. | gh 

But when we act contrarily, in theſe ſeveral 
reſpects, then checks and miſgzvings of Conſci- 
ence, then wvexatzons and diſappointments ; then 
infipidneſs or diſftaſtfulneſs, fore d and imperfett 


mirth, 


cure from God a future increaſe and enlargement 
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i e Tkar Pus to nee things is! the 
beſt way to,ma N under all the t ien 
o this Hife. "The world cunhot much | affright. or 
„ whole Heckipus ate very looſe and 
Tydiferent ro it who ſets np great value u 
its favour, 7. and knows how ö Helter himſelf 
fre om 1 Hamid, in the ace and 7 foy of his ow 
1 i hf 912 ruſt iſt 0 D. Me Providence, and 


is ' biþe cab eee aud ra le wWetg ht Ul 
by, "W ich. ads makEty the Melton; ot 
his world, help Jo work out 7005 tim. 'Cortie then 


the very 55 that” cn come, this man has an 
4 nchor of LY Soul ſus ire aud certiin, which” * a 
keep it Any, eady and even, among all 
fin ling 188 Mos of tlie u waves of this His. 
©" But whit alas! ill that: man do, under 758 
efreamitmicds” VO both date upon the: 0 
and knows not whit ber ti to go from it? Ho pri 
he be able to bear great and frequent” e 4114 
4 ſappointinents, from that; in which he h 22 
his chief, if not his whole hope and chf, 
from which he expected his pip, if no: 
comfort and ſalicfaction? Or to what reſting” 15 5 
ſhall his -roublet foul berake” it ſelf Rag: 55 
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5 of the world, which RN expected 
ref ans proteZion 199 8 the; N 2 
2 ge o fit 6 mak $ the, f ph of tie 
51 ife to rt ep.anto-gur hearts, anc 

1d and vex't em 9 25 Fo we Ger the the 
506 7 get * 0 Mon Of, them, and. do 
not firſt n dl phat, into t th 241 Ru 
Spirit of oy his powerful Falle 
keep the world, our 3  OUEr Come and 0 


it to our ſe{ves, to / 8 oh 
| Fourtly, That T ro uſe the things is the 


P x ft S to bear, as A. W. 
rH 8574 gs of them, St. Paul ſe [ie vt 
to have thought this fingle „ that Tt 
Talern. f this : wor(d. 74 eth away, dünn to 

eep men from LS ve the things of it; N 
ſee, he uſeth yo of hex in this plage. And th er. 
fore probably he meant a great, deal by this, ev 155 
all that can poſſibly be meant. by it: and hat 
that is, I ſhall brelly 6x ex lain 2 you, and eu- 
deavour to repreſent the force ol. 

By the faſhion then of this world's paſſin 1 away; 
he undoubtedly meant, that the whole Scheme or 
State of this world, as well the things of this 
world, which make one part of this Scheme, as 
eur ſelves who make the ; other part, is continy- 
ally decaying, and ſhall, e re it be long, fnally pe- 

riſh ; that there will, come a time, when the 
101 all the things and the wicked meꝝ in it, 
ſhall be 4uret up rogether, and that, in the mean 
while, bath we or felves and all our glory, every 
thing that we vglle * in this world, hal 10 
| Ute 
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like a vapour of moat, like the flower of the ell, 
Ike a Jarmen eat en by: a oth, 4 5 and 
Horn. lid 10; daily witbeß ing, Hallig, confumts 
away, and at 1782 ſuddenly ly gone, in a 
in the 1k} 1 f 2 
085 And oh! H ele 1 ae 
ration to 577 He us, 
upon the ge thitworld, 
1 via of eit | 
. in th dein 'Vaiy 7 5 So 0 
art that do ſt fo, how wilt thibu be 


loſs ent, of this 
ful Child, of that Pear 700 beſou, 
thou hast lou as thy own Shut > Wlnat will Ye. 
come of the Cov?tons man, when his Richer Wiri 
ro R w A and fly awhy 2: Where Will 
the hope Feaſt and ot Stuous mane; 
when, bir Wade oo: yet, at Laſt fichanſs 
old age, which uſually come very faſt upon Hh 
ſhall incapacitate him for the enjoyment of ſenſuai 
pleaſures > Or, where ſhall the adynirers of their 
own Beauty appear, when an AlL nutur d diſeaſe, or 
28 J natur i time, ſhall have chang d it into g. 
lineſs and teformity But, aboye all (oh dread- 
ful thought! how miſerable will the wor/dly- 
minded man be, how will his heart quite fail 
him, when dearh ſhall call him away from all 
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E this big: 
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his worldly enjoyments at once: when it ſhall 7e 
and rear him, in ſpight of all his fragg/ings to 


the contrary, from every Deareſt Object of his 
Affections, and that too for ever and eder? In 
mere pity and mercy to oar ſelves W 
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things. of. the Worl il from t em, ply  them- 


foe: ſrom the things of the world, much /opyer, 
than. is-/zkely, with us. But then it mul be c con 
cher d, that the caſe is much the ſame with theſe 
among us, who. are, ced in Years, that i it 
Was, With the Corinthians: for great part of hir 


dime is already ya and it cannot be long before 


the State of this world ſhall be quite gone with 
theme And tho it may poſſible be otherwiſe 


withabgle amongſt us who are young and healthy: 
Yeh araſmuch as this is very uncertain, and 


What only may he may likewiſe not be, it would 
be the; higheſt ſolly and madneſs in us, in a caſe 


of this vaſt importance, to riſque all upon this 


uncertainty, and by ſo doing, at leaſt to live un; 
der a conſtant uncaſmeſs, from the fear of what. 
may happen, and perhaps to forecloſe our ſelves 


tron being able to get the better of our love of the 
world, 
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2 herexteer; as we. may; at preſent Poſſiply 
by this 
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ME not w whether Sk. Paul, 
72 75 (ox. Noth 0 f this wor { paſſing, 
away, did ot de u to. Ang 4420 us, that t 
1000 be uur ber ate f thing gs melacely ſub- 
33 73,which ould —7 ? paſs: away lik Ay bis, 
But be unc la arte and everleſting, T am i 
or her Pcs of lil Epiſtles, he very often. coug/es 
theſe together, as in the 5th,Chapter of a Corinth, 


per, hi 


Fir we know that if our earthly houſe of this taber- 


watte were diſſolv'd, we have a Puilding of, Cod. 45 
houſe 1 not. made with hands, e ernat 7 inthe Hig '3 
and, in like manner, j e Epifele to 15 
Brews, we have here no 25 ding city, but we ſee 5 
to come. And, if this Was Yis p et meaning 
probably it was, it will, Huble the force 37 his 
Newer ; for, as the tranſient and ant a- 
ture of the hives of this world, and of our own 
Cont inuance with them, is 4 very "rood reaſop,,s why 
n not mach "he our Aﬀetions upon 
t lem, ſo the con deration of an unchangeable and 
everlaſting flate'of things to come, after this lie, 


isa very gogd reaſon, why we mould chiefly. raiſe 
our thoughts and affe;ons. to \ that State, and con- 


ſequent! ſlight and negſect our preſent ſtate, in 
1 of that. But, ee the Apoſtle meine | 


this here or no, it is fo neceſſary an Argument, to 
enforce what I have been all along exhortigg you 
to, that T cannot diſpenſe with my ſelf, fron en- 
deavouring to ge it Fome upon you, as I pro- 
poſe to do under my next head, which 1s to 
ew, IS Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, That ths to uſethe things of tb wor 
is the only way — them turn to a 22 
count to us, in another life. Another life, as I have 
been juſt hinting to you, is haf, which we ought 
to have our thogwghts and affections chiefly i tent 
and d upon; and all the things of this — 
and the ſeveral ways of »/ing them, are entirely 
to be eſtimated and judg'd, from their fitneſs or 
unfitneſs to promote our Intereſts, as to this life to 
come. And they will, as we uſe them well or 
all, have a very great influence, towards proma- 
ting or hindering this our main 1 
If we are careful to make our uſe of them lead 
us to the Bleſſed Author of them, and fill us with 
thanks, praiſe, love, ſervice, and obedience to him, 
for them: If we make them iuſtruments of do- 
ing much good to our Brethren : if we uſe them 
in ſuch a manner, as will render them true com- 
forts of our preſeut life, and yet never let them 
in the leaſt incroach upon our Duties, in order to 
a better life: then we ſhall certainly make friends 
of them, that ſo, when we fail they may receive us 
into everlaſting habitations. A . 
But if, on the contrary, we uſe them ſo, as to 
forget God who gave them : ſt as to do little or yo 
good, much more ſo, as to do hurt by them, to 
our ſelves or others: and ſo, as to neglect better 
things, for the ſake of them: then let us be aſ- 
ſur d, that for all theſe things God will bring tu in- 
to Judgment. 8 W 
Be not decein'd therefore my Brethren, Cod is 
not mock'd e for whatſoever a man ſowerh, that ſhall 
he alſo reap. He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of 
the 
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the fleſb reap corruption, but be that . oweth to the 


Spirit; ball f the Spirit reap life everlaſting. 
emember how Abraham's right aſe of the things 
of thi world, with ſuch an entire refignation of 


them to the wil of God, that, at his command, 


be was moſt willing to have offer d up his om 
Son to him in Sacrifice; Was rewarded with Para- 
diſe: and on the contrary, the Rich mans abuſe 
of them by inffaklity, une haritableneß and luxuri- 
ous Itving, pubiſh'd with Helliſire. 


pecially let them remember this, 
whom God hath bleſs d with., a more than ordi- 
pary ſbarr of -the good things of this life. Their 
A Kb to * are 217 reater hg {he 
of. other men, their power of doing good mu 
larger, and theit:-prtiſhment, if they ſhould abuſe 
their worldly goods, will therefore be much 
harper than that of other men too. And oh ! 
what an intolerable change will this be in their 
condition, to fall from the height and very top of 
rer the loweſt abyſs of everlaſting miſery ? 
Give me leave, therefore, to charge ſuch, in 
the words of Scripture, var to glorify themſelves, 
wot to be wanton, aud live deliciouſly and luxuriouſly 
upon earth : not to be high-minded, and to truſt in 
anvertain riches, but to truſt in the living God, who 
giveth them all things richly to enjoy ; and to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be ready to di- 
ftrthute, and willing to communicate, treaſuring up 
fer themſelves a good foundation, againſt the time to 
rome, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 
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